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1 Fall is upon us ...

August 25th to 28th Rally
    Claresholm Alberta

2017 Event Schedule

FMCA Governing Board Report

General Info

Warning!

It is that time of year here in 
Alberta.  Now into late 
September, the nights are cool 
and days can be brisk.  The 
leaves are changing colour and 
RVs are not the slowest things 
on the road.  As the saying 
goes, only a farmer appreciates 
the difference between 5 and 
5.5 mph.  Enjoy the scenery ... 
any delay is no worse than being stuck behind a couple of lights in town.

With fall, our thoughts now turn to plans for packing up and heading south 
before we are faced with that dreaded winter affliction SBFSS (Sore Back From 
Snow Shovelling).  The rest of us remaining here for the winter — well we will 

soon be getting the rig ready for winter 
storage, and thinking about winter 
activities — like sitting in front of the 
fireplace with your favourite hot adult 
beverage.  In our youth perhaps curled 
up for a romantic moment on a bear 
skin rug in front of the roaring fire, but 
heck environmental regulations 
protect the bear, and the fire has a 
carbon tax risk, and anyway it is too far 

down for my old creaky bones.
Out here, the farm around us is 
steadily harvesting the wheat, and the 
canola is cut and in rows drying, soon 
to be combined.  The Club’s trailer has 
been moved to its winter storage 
location and put up on jack stands — 
saves the tires and we only have to 
worry about the taller mice .... 

Due to an ususal confluence of events, 
we did not have as many rallies this year as in the past.  Just 4 coaches at the 
spring rally in Cochrane, and the Pine Coulee rally and Gobblefest rallies were 
cancelled.  However as the summer wore on, we had about 10 coaches out for 
the Nanton and Claresholm rallies so we appear to have crossed that hurdle and 
are on track for a great 2017 season.

Planning for 2017 rallies has begun with 3 event dates reserved at the 
campgrounds (see last page).  The plan is to do some more spontaneous events 
that will be scheduled closer to the date.  If you have an idea please let us know, 
or better yet organize one!

Winter is also the season for getting those various glitches fixed in the rig, and 
browsing the new parts catalogues.  Seeing the articles on the new crop of rigs 
for 2017 brings thoughts of the modifications that can be made to add some 
feature or another.  How about we fit in a fireplace in the corner dear?, or some 
other ‘critical’ modification.

Have a great winter season, and if you are on the road, drive with care.  Will see 
you all in the spring, or maybe we can get together for some winter cheer (Bill 
Wong is thinking about a Chinese dinner — more on this at a later date).



Thursday and the kick-off day for the Claresholm Rally!  Not everyone was able to make it due to work and other conflicts but the 

Herberts, Davidsons, Ron Kellam , Beniuks, Greens and Geibs arrived and got the rally going.  Davidsons set up their rig, but left to go 
back home for the night so they could better get to an early morning appointment.  Lane was tied up at home with the continuing reno 
projects.

The evening meal went well, but Weatherman Ron alerted all to the ominous incoming clouds.  The evening ended early as everyone 
quickly packed up for the night just in time before an incredible storm rolled in and sent everyone inside for cover!

Friday dawned as a beautiful sunny morning, but 

with clouds building over the mountains in the 
afternoon ... shades of every other day this 
‘summer’.  The Davidsons arrived back late in the 
morning, followed in the early afternoon by the 
Picks, as the big white clouds built to the west.  The 
Wongs arrived in the late afternoon, and the group 
was complete.

The weather held out, and the bugs held off until 
dinner and Ray & Rosemary’s rhubarb dessert.  The 
appie spread was different ... no meatballs, no ribs, 
no wings ... instead a selection of perogies, 
turnovers, mini tacos, potstickers, shrimp, macaroni 
casserole, cabbage roll casserole, pizza and breaded 
chicken chunks.  As always, no one went home 
hungry!  The diversity of items is always interesting 
... sometimes a bit flukey, like last year in Nanton, 
when we had 7 different types of meatballs and one 
salad.

With little wind, the bugs made an appearance and 
became somewhat annoying.  So with the cooling 
temperatures and bugs, no one seemed too keen on 
trying to sit around outside for evening social mixer 
time ... maybe tomorrow?

Saturday was a cool morning ... just 

11 degrees ... but a mostly blue sky, 
and the sun coming up brightly in the 
morning, with just some scattered 
clouds.

It was a lovely sunny morning for the 
breakfast/coffee set-up and the cookin 
and enjoying, but then the clouds 
rolled in, and by 11 o’clock, it was 
completely overcast, but it had 



warmed up to 19 degrees, so it was still a pleasant day.  Some 
members went off to wherever in their toads, others stayed in 
camp visiting here and there.  The Beniuks went window shopping 
and did indeed come home to their rig with a window !!  (ok, it 
was a framed mirror but from a distance...)

We managed to get in a kite flying afternoon, to varying degrees 
of success.  The wind was gusty in the morning and not steady 
enough, so Ron ran his drone around for a bit.  In the afternoon, 
the wind became a little better, and the group got out their kites.     
Ron brought out quite a few of his very many kites, the pirate ship 
being the best flyer of them all.  It was an amusing, fun afternoon 
for both flyers and spectators!  The dramatic clouds in the sky 
made for a great backdrop to the kites soaring above us. 



the Geibs were set up here beside the Greens!The group ... and ...

Before we knew it, it was 5pm and time to put the spuds on the bbq, and re-fire-up the huge pot of water for the corn.  The wind was just 
too much for the newer burner, even with the table on its side to try and protect it, so we dragged out the old flame thrower burner and 
in the end finally got the corn cooked.  That old burner sounds like a jet at full take-off thrust, and it goes through propane at about that 
rate too!

The wind throughout the cooking and the dinner was incredible - spilled wine and flipped over chairs was rampant.  We decided to take 
the shelter down to be on the safe side, and once down and stored, the wind lessened and in the end virtually quit.  Everyone drifted 
away ... once the wind quit, the mosquitoes were so awful everyone was gone and inside.

It was a day of discovery for the Geibs.  The route between their rig and the garbage bin was 
significantly worn down during Saturday, and only finishing off Sunday morning.  They were 
“lightening the load” for their 2017 trip to Alaska.  From butterfly nets to other items that had not 
seen the light of day in years, all had to go.  A smiling John made the return trip multiple times, 
and the rig was riding far higher on departure.  Lots of room now for all the needed new toys for 
the trip and various souvenirs?

Sunday was a little cooler still ... 9.7 degrees and lightly overcast ... this is August!?  Sure didn’t 

fee like it!

Everyone had the quickest of breakfasts ... a pity the weather wasn’t better as it would have 
been nice to sit and enjoy the delightful continental spread provided.  

By midmorning, one after the other, we all headed for the dump and home.  It was a miserable 
weather morning, with some rain now and then to top things off.  

While the weather was cool, the goodbyes were warm as we closed out the last rally of the 2016 
season.  

A huge thank you to Ray and 
Rosemary for a great job 

organizing this Rally!



June TBA Trochu Campground (at the golf course)
 •   some sites with water & 30amp power, and
      overflow sites with no services
 •   golf course
 •   RV dump in town at the UFA

August 10 - 13 Nanton Campground
 •   campsites along the creek
 •   dry camping, shelter available

September 7 - 10 Centennial Campground, Claresholm
 •   water, 30 amp, shelter, dump, washrooms, showers
 •   Annual General Meeting
 •   Election of President, Treasurer and
      National Director for 2018/19

Note:  Based on attendance in 2016 and the comments received at the Nanton Rally meeting, there are only 3 core rallies being 
organized for summer 2017.

However, the expectation is that there will be some impromptu ‘last minute’ rallies proposed by members.  Have an idea for a rally, 
just send out a notice to the membership (Stephen & Anne can help with this).  Choose a date and location and any members 
interested in attending would get on board.  Likely all would book their own sites at the chosen venue, and the attendees can develop 
an activity and meal plan on the fly.
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The annual Governing Board Meeting was held on August 3rd in W. 
Springfield, MA.

A motion was made, seconded and passed to increase dues $10/year.  
Two budgets were presented for 2017, one with and one without the 
dues increase.  Having passed the motion to increase dues, budget A, 
without the increase was set aside.  A motion was made and seconded to 
accept Budget B which included the dues increase.   Budget B passed with 
no changes.  The dues increase is effective Oct. 1, 2016.

A motion was put forth from the floor to update the Articles of 
Incorporation on file in Ohio to make them less restrictive.  The motion 
passed.   A copy of the proposed change along with a ballot will be in the 
October 2016 FMCA magazine.  To pass, a majority of those ballots 
returned must be “for” the proposition.  The deadline for returning the 
ballot is December 31st.  The ramifications of this change in FMCA’s 
future have yet to be discerned.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:30pm.

FMCA’s 94th International Convention was attended by 1,059 family 
coaches and 246 commercial coaches for a total of 1,305 coaches.  
 (Wow, imagine a rally with 1305 coaches in total!  Assuming a coach 
 needs 15’ for frontage, tightly packed, that is 3.7 miles of coaches, to 
 put it in perspective!   ...    Ron)

NOTE:

The statement in RED announces the dues increase effective October 1, 
2016.  If you decide to add to the length of your membership and in the 
future cancel your membership, for whatever reason, as per Policy and 
Procedure 1017, you will receive a refund of the unused full years of the 
membership.  You may renew before 2 pm ( Pacific Coast time.) Friday 
September 30, 2016 by calling 1-800-543-3622. Or online www.fmca.com 
before October 1, 2016.

The statement in BLUE announces a change in the Articles of 
Incorporation for FMCA.  I encourage you to read President Adcock’s 
report in the October Magazine and cast your ballot, as soon as you can.  I 
know that if I don’t do things right away, I tend to forget to do them. 
Remember, FMCA is member owned and it is your Association.


