
This issue of News Dri�s is being finalized for your reading pleasure from our rig that is parked in Kananaskis 
Country in the Cataract Creek Campground, located 13km south of Highwood Junc�on on a washboarded gravel 
road.  A beau�ful drive when taken slow so one can see the scenery.  

This first-come-first-served dry campground has 102 sites, of which about 20 are easily suitable for units over 35 
feet (more available if you do not mind some wiggling).  The sites that would fit slides on both sides are fewer.  
That said, we found a great site when we arrived on Monday with about 97 to choose from.  Now on Thursday 
morning there are less than 10 sites occupied.  A regular camper advised us that he came late for the August long 
weekend and s�ll had half the sites to choose from.  Many sites look as if they have not been occupied at all this 
year!  ... our kind of campground!

The views from the campground are great.  The access road was taken out in the 2013 floods but is now restored.  
They have posted pictures taken right a�er the peak of the flood, and it is now hard to visualize this li�le 
meandering stream in front of our site becoming the raging torrent in those photos.  You can s�ll see le�overs of 
the flood damage in the new width of the stream bed, the occasional culvert crushed and tossed to the side, the 
numerous piles of dead trees and roots, and similar flood debris.  Campers were evacuated from this site by 
helicopter ... not sure how long it was before they could get their cars or RVs out.  The campground itself being 
high and dry, but there wasjust no road in or out ... shades of “Hotel California” ... ‘you can check out, but you can 
never leave’ !??

Quite the wet summer so far.  By mid July we had passed the normal total annual rainfall, and August con�nues 
the trend.  While some parts of Calgary have seen storm drains back up, there luckily has been no major flooding, 
just cool wet weather.  A warm dry fall is forecast, but given this year’s record so far, I will not hold my breath!

So I will now turn this computer over to Anne.  We are working on this as we sit inside, it being only 8 C outside, 
very overcast and occasional showers and heavier rain.  On the plus side, the rain has removed some of the dust 
the toad got totally coated with from the gravel access road — it was hot and sunny  the other day when we 
arrived.

Hope this finds you all well and enjoying your rigs and summer trips.  Looking forward to seeing you at the 
upcoming Claresholm rally!!
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August 4th to 7th Summer Rally cont’d

General Info

Thursday morning came and Wagonmater Lyle’s rig roared to life, off on its 

first time out this year.  That simple fact goes to attendance issues faced by the 
Club this year.  With multiple members facing various health challenges, others 
off to Alaska, and the other usual conflicts with scheduling a weekend for 
camping, it has been a difficult year.  The first rally of the year at Cochrane saw 
just 4 coaches out, and the Pine Coulee rally was cancelled.

But, now we have Nanton in sight!  9 coaches showed up, and only the rain in 
the forecast kept the 10th away (was that the reason John?).  It was great to see 
the shiny (and soon to be shinier) coaches pull in singly and en masse.

Anne and I pulled in at 1:00pm with 
the Club Trailer in tow and set up at 
the far south end of our row of sites.  
The new Club shelter was soon set up 
and tables lined up underneath.  
When we arrived the Davidsons, 
Mackays and Greens were on site, and 
the others (Wongs, Geibs, Bostocks, 
Herberts and Kellams) pulled in over 
the balance of the afternoon.  All were 
there and ensconced in their chairs, 
beverage in hand, for happy hour.

The conversations were animated 
after not having seen each other for 
many months.  So animated and 
engrossed that all rebelled at the 
6:00pm supper call, citing “just getting 
off the road”, and with just baked 
potatoes on the BBQ grill, they just 
got a  little more baked ... S.A. Drifters 
— nothing half baked about us!

Hunger eventually drove the rebels 
from their chairs and members dragged various types and cuts of meat to the 
common BBQ grill, and did the ritual burning of meat sacrifice to the RV gods.  
Well, not quite burnt and only the dripping fat was sacrificed, the rest was eaten.  
The fare included well-baked potatoes with fresh chives, sour cream, butter and 
bacon bits, and 3 salads, followed by two bite brownies/cinnamon treats with 
whipped cream.



Following the feast we broke up to our rigs, leaving the aviation guys to their chat, and other 
small groupings for the evening, with a small group gathered for awhile by one of the rigs.  The 
forecast rain held off and the weather was close to perfect for that day.

Friday morning came early with bright sunshine.  As 

hosts we were up early to get the trailer opened up, 
and the grill and BBQ warming for breakfast.  No 
power, so we missed Bill’s specialty RO coffee, and 

had to settle for our own home brews.  Ron arrived and the sausages were cooked up, and 
then the hash-browns got cooking, with the ‘help’ and supervision provided by some of the 
guys.  Add in toast and over-easy eggs (the only way Ron cooks them) and breakfast was 
served.  Lane missed out as she had to take a run back home to deal with their kitchen 
renovations.  Many of us stayed sitting around the table after breakfast, chatting for some time 
... likely needing to take time to digest before sudden movements.  

With the sunny weather it 
was not long before the 
various bug removal tools 
appeared and various 
brands of polish deployed.  
Various minor repair tasks 
were undertaken and the 
latest rig gremlins discussed 
and addressed.  
***   Talk to Bostocks about power spikes!  It seems 30/50 power guards do not fully function when hooked into 15/20 amp circuits and 
some protection is lost.  A power spike in this situation took out their power inverter and all sorts of equipment and circuit boards 
hooked to it.  Damage in the $10,000 range.  Now we have all been warned, perhaps an investment in a simple 15/20 amp power surge 
protector from Canadian Tire might be a good addition to our basket of RV items!

The Friday dinner was the traditional Hot Appetizer Night, and as 
usual it did not disappoint.  A great mix of items and President Ron 
provided Hagan-Daaz vanilla nut ice cream bars for dessert.  
(Seems he is buttering up his followers for the fall elections?).

Our 
resident 
fire bugs 
Lorna 

and John, soon had a fire 
roaring from wood supplies 
Anne had loaded the trailer 
up with.  The group around 
the fire gradually disbursed 
to their coaches as the 
evening progressed. 



Saturday morning began with another breakfast staple, 

pancakes, bacon and eggs.  Not many leftovers!  The slight 
predawn drizzle had dampened things down but then cleared off.  
Some members made their way into town for tours of the Bomber 
Command Museum, a visit to the Farmers Market, and other local 
shopping venues.  The highlight seems to have been a special 
order of cheese bread from the local bakery.  The Greens brought 
Anne and I a loaf that was very much appreciated and enjoyed.

The Geibs pulled out mid afternoon back to Calgary.  It seems a 
family wedding event had been scheduled in conflict with our rally 
(extended families should really check on our rally schedules and 
avoid conflicts with our events!).  It was great to have them there 
for the time they had available.

Happy Hour began with a short meeting.  The minutes are 
included elsewhere in the Newsletter.  That done, dinner set-up 
began with lots of discussion on the meeting items continuing.  
The formal AGM will be held in Claresholm, but it was great to get 
these items out and discussed, given the presence of 8 coaches.
 
It was Burger Night with pot luck sides, so again no one went 
hungry.  Ron had predicted the rain would start at 7:45pm, and we 
had done all the cleanup and were inside when it did indeed hit at 
7:40pm.  The rains continued off and on all night with some quite 
heavy periods.

the Geibs were set up here beside the Greens!The group ... and ...

Sunday morning came with a bit of clearing from the rain, and we came out to 
find the shelter roof full of pooled rainwater.  We had lowered it to reduce the 
wind risks, but the volume of rain at times was tremendous.  We had to get 
underneath and work our way along, pushing up the sagging fabric and 
making waterfalls to get the water dumped out!  We fired up the wet BBQ (a 
steam oven for the first bit) and heated up croissants, apple strudels and other 
goodies to go with the yogurt and fresh fruit.  

Following breakfast the exodus slowly began.  People gingerly exited the grass 
sites as the ground remained wet and soggy from the night’s rain.  No one got 



August 25 - 28 Centennial Campground, Claresholm
 •   water, 30 amp, shelter, dump, washrooms, showers 
 •   Annual General Meeting (ratification of meeting in Nanton)
 •   Election of Vice President, Secretary and
      Alternate National Director for 2017/18

Southern Alberta Drifters
Special Meeting Minutes, August 6, 2016

Nanton Civic Campground
Call to order.
Ron Kellam called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  14 members were in attendance.  Ron stated that the meeting was called as 
decisions were required, and it was uncertain how many would attend the Claresholm Rally, where the traditional Annual General 
Meeting is held.

President's agenda items.
Ron raised the following items / issues:
• Stephen and Anne had been nominated for the FMCA best newsletter award, but the award was given to one of the US clubs.  
 Kathie Balogh is going to look into the details.
• Membership attendance at rallies was discussed.  Stephen stated that several new members had contacted him as they were away in 
 other locations and would have liked to attend, but were unable.
• The previously agreed decision not to have rallies on long weekends was re-affirmed by the membership in attendance.
• The location for Gobblefest this year was discussed.  There is a reluctance to consider Cochrane due to our dispute with the 
 campground staff and increased cost.  Many alternatives were offered, but there was no consensus.  All members are to come up 
 with ideas and notify Ron with details.  Driving distance should be about 2 hours with a maximum of 3 hours.
• It was decided that the number of formal rallies should be reduced from 5 to 3 per season.  Those members who wish to rally more 
 frequently are encouraged to arrange informal gatherings.
• It was suggested that we could move the Claresholm Rally to mid-September to accommodate the AGM as well as Gobblefest.  This 
 would then be the third and final rally of 2017.

Other business.
• Anne Pick asked if she could donate items from the trailer which have been unused in many years.  These included drinking cups 
 which others could use.  Agreed.
• Ray mentioned that FMCA are sending lists of past FMCA members who have not paid memberships dues.  No action is deemed 
 necessary.

Elections.
The following members were elected by acclamation:
 Vice President    Ed Bostock
 Secretary    Ray Herbert
 Alternate National Director  Don Mackay

Adjournment.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:18 p.m.

stuck, and soon it was just the Mackays and us left.  We finished 
packing up the trailer and then headed home.  

It was a great weekend and we are looking forward to the 
upcoming Claresholm event,  Need some hot sunny days to get 
that shelter fabric to shrink back to normal after that soggy sag!


