
President, Ron Kellam
rgkellam@hughes.net  •  403-257-5454

Vice President, Bill Wong
bowzerwong@yahoo.ca  •  403-247-9193

Secretary, Ray Herbert
raherb@shaw.ca  •  403-730-5607

Treasurer, Anne Davidson
lyleanned@shaw.ca  •  403-652-2834

National Director, Lane Kellam
lbkellam@hughes.net  •  403-257-5454

Alt. National Director, Bill Wong
bowserwong@yahoo.ca  •  403-247-9193

Wagonmaster, Lyle Davidson
lyleanned@shaw.ca  •  403-652-2834

Newsletter, Stephen & Anne Pick
scamp@ontheridge.ca  •  403-938-2876

Membership, Stephen Pick
scamp@ontheridge.ca  •  403-938-2876

4

7

Windscape Kite Festival Rally
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Member Updates

General Info

August already! ... and our last newsletter was back in June.  We missed doing 
one after the Kite Festival Rally (June 17 - 22)and after the joint rally with Wild 
Rose in Water Valley (July 10 - 12).  Our apologies!  We will rectify what we can in 
this issue with some photos and ‘comments’.  (We were unable to go to the Water Valley 

rally, and haven’t received any info or photos from that event.)

So as we write this looking out on some snow capped mountains (as at August 
17!), we figure we better get some more RV trips in soon before we have to pack 
along the long underwear and debate getting snow chains for the rig!

The rally began on Wednesday, June 
17th with 6 coaches arriving at Lac 
Pelletier Regional Park about 3/4's of 
an hour southwest of Swift Current.  
Unfortunately the Sieferts were 
unable to make it as planned because 
they had some problems with their 
coach.  Hopefully the problems have 
been resolved !?

The weather was somewhat iffy the 
first couple of days.  We had it all ... 
overcast, cool, sunny periods, rain, 
blowing, storming, etc etc.  This 
allowed some to comment on the 
memories they or friends had of the “worst storm they had ever been in” having 
occurred at Lac Pelletier.  Somehow they failed to mention that on the park 
website and no one brought it up when we were planning the event.

Stephen and Anne Pick with Ron and Lane Kellam were the first two coaches to 
arrive.  Ron had passed Stephen in Medicine Hat and maintained the lead all the 
way to Swift Current, where his GPS led him to a ‘wrong’ exit.  This allowed 
Stephen to regain the lead and arrive first at the check in, but his missing the 
turn into the group camping area allowed Ron to have the honours as organizer 
to pull in to camp first.  Earlier in the day we had passed Ray and Rosemary 
Herbert having lunch beside the road, and Donna and John Geib had camped 
overnight at Tillebrook Provincial Park.  Both of them arrived shortly after us.
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The rigs were soon set in place and it was over to the Kellams’ site 
for conversations, and a pot luck dinner.  It was a cool evening and 
jackets were soon put on, but Ray continued to hold court in his 
shorts, brrrr.... It was an early evening for all given the long drive 
out and the cool and damp evening.

Thursday and Friday were spent socializing, rig repairs and 
tweaking, washing and polishing, walks in the area and John and 
Donna got a golf game in.  Dwayne and Linda Banister arrived late 
afternoon on Thursday bringing the group to six.  The weather 
remained cool with the occasional rain squalls blowing through.  
And a blast of wind at one point that had all getting their awnings 
in quickly!  We had the odd full blown thunderstorm, one of them 
quickly shutting down an evening fire.  The stormy skies were at 
times amazing.



The two weekend days of the actual festival were perfect ... bright and sunny, some clouds for interesting skies as a background, and lots 
of wind for all the amazing kites.  In addition to the kite flying demonstrations they had a number of static kites up, and a field full of 
amateur flyers.  There were kite building workshops for the kids and adults, and other various booths, displays and shows.

It was a fun trip but all were ready to break camp and head back to Calgary on Monday morning.  Anne and I stopped in to see the Brooks 
aqueduct historical sight.  It is an interesting stop with lots of information on the history of the irrigation projects in southern Alberta.  
However I must mention that the parking lot is NOT big rig friendly and it was only because the lot was empty on Monday that we had 
room to turn around without having to unhook the toad!

Now we need to think and plan out a similar adventure for next year!



It was off to Nanton on Thursday for some small town camping.  
Herberts were the first to arrive, soon followed by the Picks and 
Davidsons.  Once Lyle arrived, we worked out where to put the 
rigs ... we were a bit stymied by the fact that there were tenters in 
one of the sites assigned to us.  That fact crowded us a bit into a 
smaller area, but we made it work.

We parked the trailer so that it blocked the area that was 
constantly driven through, and set up a shelter that Stephen and 
Anne had brought just behind the trailer, which worked out great.

Unfortunately, the campground guy came around later and told us 
that wasn’t okay at all.  For emergency reasons, that ‘grass 
driveway’ area must be kept clear.  But he did also kick out the 
tenters so we got our full area back.  By good fortune though, he 
allowed that the tenters could stay til morning, and we could leave 
our set-up til morning as well.

As the afternoon progressed, the rest of the crew arrived ... the 
Frasers, Walters, Beniuks, and Geibs  .

There were a few rain showers, but nothing significant.  The 
shelter kept the rain off and soon all were chatting over dinner.  
With the rain stopped, the fire was lit and various summer time 
stories were exchanged before we all headed to bed.

Day two weather was fantastic.  Clear blue skies and warm, but not 
too hot.  After breakfast, we got the re-arranging of Picks’ 
motorhome into the area the tenters had occupied, the trailer and 
the shelter out of the ‘alleway’ all done.  Worked out to be a nice 
arrangement despite having the drive thru area clear for traffic - 
didn’t have any traffic during the weekend, so it was fine.    All the 
motorhomes were parked a little tighter together than they 
normally would be, but no one opted to bother moving as it did 
work okay.  

The shelter worked out to be as perfect for sunshade as it had been 
for the rain.  We all got to know new members Mike and Coleen 
Beniuk (all the way from Cold Lake) and Murray and Pat Walters a bit 
better, and went for walks into town to the various venues and  
antique shops.  President Ron and Lane pulled in to join us for the 
night (they just can’t stay away from the appies!).

Time with friends is never wasted



On Saturday morning, we plugged the coffee pot into the Geibs’ rig, and Ron was drafted into cooking the pancakes, bacon and eggs with 
his able assistant, Lyle.  They had us all well fed before Ron and Lane having to leave in the afternoon for a social event back in Calgary.

After breakfast, a number of us went up to the Farmers’ Market and came back with a variety of fresh veggies and desserts and the like. It 
is a small but well stocked market with everything one could need and a few more trinkets as well.  

Late morning, we had surprise visitors!  We were delighted to see the Mackays.   This was their first 
outing to an event (by car this time) since their car accident in April.  Brenda was moving around with 
the help of a walker, having only got out of rehab a couple of weeks ago.  It was a major accident, and 
we are so glad to see them out and around again.  They plan to go to a rally soon, back in the RV saddle 
so to speak, and we wish them a speedy continued recovery.

The BBQ was set up and we cooked up the burgers for dinner.  The way potlucks work out sometimes! 
... we had just a caesar salad to go with the burgers and potato salad.  All the other 6 contributions were 
dessert options !! ... which made the sweet tooth types very happy !!

It was a great weekend!  A few lucky ones were able to stay over for a couple more days in this quiet 
peaceful campground, but the rest of us regretfully made our way home at varying times during the day.
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August 27 - 31 Centennial Campground, Claresholm
 •   water, 30 amp, shelter, dump available, washrooms, showers
 •  12 campsites reserved
 •   Pig Roast ... come hungry!
 •   Annual General Meeting and Election of President and Treasurer for 2016/17

September 24 - 27 Annual Gobblefest, Bow RiversEdge, Cochrane
 •   Fall Business Meeting
 •   12 campsites booked
 •   full hook-ups, 30 amp, shelter

May Bow RiversEdge, Cochrane
 •   Spring Business Meeting
 •   full hook-ups, 30 amp, shelter

June & July Come on out to Claresholm next week with your great ideas !!

August Nanton Campground
 •   campsites along the creek
 •   dry camping, shelter

August Centennial Campground, Claresholm
 •   water, 30 amp, shelter, dump available, washrooms, showers
 •   Annual General Meeting and Election of Vice President and Secretary for 2017/18

September Annual Gobblefest, Bow RiversEdge, Cochrane
 •   Fall Business Meeting
 •   full hook-ups, 30 amp, shelter

Subject to change / adjustment / update / etc

Organizers:   Stephen & Anne
Pig Roast:  Dragan & Val

Organizers:   open

Organizers:   open

Organizers:   open

Organizers:   open

Organizers:   open

Southern Alberta Drifters  is a registered chapter of the Family Motor 
Coach Association.  Membership is open to any FMCA member in 
good standing.

All cheques, and registration and sign-up forms should be sent to our 
Treasurer: Anne Davidson 501 High View Point NW
     High River, AB  T1V 1P1

The Chapter’s official mailing address is:
   Ron Kellam 80 Mount Douglas Point SE
     Calgary, AB   T2Z 3J9

The Chapter’s official FMCA website address is:
 www.fmcanw.org/chapters/southernalberta/index.html

Come to Claresholm next week and help us plan events for 2016!!!  Tentative schedule above.
Contact Lyle to see if there is still space available.

Don and Brenda Mckay:
Both are now on the road to recovery after their horrific car 
accident in April.  We hope to see them back in their motorhome 
and out at another of our rallies soon.  Until then, their visits by 
car to our Rallies is appreciated.

Ray and Rosemary Herbert:
As the various emails from President Ron have indicated, Ray is 
recovering from a heart attack that occurred at the Nanton rally.  
Being the tough customer that he is, he stayed for the full event, 
drove home and only went to hospital a day or two later.  Almost 
too late.  A lesson to all of us older types to learn to better 
recognize possible symptoms.  Ray faces a heart operation in a few 
weeks, and our thoughts are with him for a full and  speedy 
recovery

Dwayne & Linda Banister:
Linda has had a real rough go of it the last while.  She has had four 
surgeries on her back, three of them re a nasty infection.  She has 
been on I V antibiotics and also has an open incision with packing 
in her back.  We can only keep her in our thoughts and hope she 
will be on the mend soon.  

Edith and Ken Stephenson:
We regret to advise that past member Ken has passed away.  The 
following note from Edith details the story.
Stephen & Anne,
I write this with a heavy heart to let you and the Southern Alberta 
Drifters know that Ken passed away at 0730 on Friday August 14th 
after a brief hospital stay in Strathmore.  We enjoyed our 
association with the Drifters and with FMCA since 1986 and made 
many friendships along the way.  At Ken's request cremation will 
take place and there will be no Service.


